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breeding-place of cholera, its epidemics are much
more manageable than they were; and this though
the conditions of health in an increased population
are more difficult to compass. Anciently, there were
periodical famines, sweeping away, it might be,
millions at a time. At present, what with irrigation
works and enhanced security, the produce of the
country is far greater than it used to be, and railways
enable it to be more rapidly distributed. A famine,
like that which destroyed three-quarters of a million
and one-fourth of the population in Orissa as lately
as I866,1 is becoming every year more and more
improbable. Meanwhile, the people, as is only
natural, are taking advantage of the prosperity by
multiplying rather than by raising their standard of
comfort. The education, the contact with other
people, that could make the present form of existence
appear deficient, are wanting. The ryot asks for
little more than to be freed from the worst exactions
of the money-lender, to be secured a continuance of
peace and reasonable prices, and to be let alone by
the English official.

The day will come, and perhaps is not far distant,
when the European observer will look round to see
the globe girdled with a continuous zone of the black
and yellow races, no longer too weak for aggression
or under tutelage, but independent, or practically
so, in government, monopolising the trade of their
own regions, and circumscribing the industry of the
European; when Chinamen and the nations of
Hindostan, the States of Central and South America,
by that time predominantly Indian, and it may be
African nations of the Congo and the Zambesi, under

1 Hunter's Orissa^ vol. ii. p. 185.